PUBLIX: WHERE 
EXPANSION 
IS A PLEASURE 


State incentives will be 

a boost to Publix as it 
continues to grow. The 
corporate headquarters 

in Lakeland will get an 
additional 200,000 square 
feet, and nearly 700 new 
corporate jobs will be 
added. Local, 1B 


Buzz over new 
public art in Tampa 


On the heels of the 

removal of a massive 
Native American bust from 
Tampa’s Riverwalk at the 
city’s request, there’s a new 
public art dust-up, this 

time over a 25-foot-tall 
wavy green structure on 
the other side of the river. 
Oh, and some politics in the 
mix, too. Sue Carlton, 1B 


Flying Allegiant 
has its perks 


Passengers aboard a flight 
from St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport to 
Nashville got a nice surprise 
on Thursday. Their round-trip 
flight was free, as the airline 
celebrated a milestone: 40 
million passengers served. 
Business, 4B 


Rays owner 
didn’t expect this 


Before the season, principal 
owner Stuart Sternberg 
wouldn't commit to a 
prediction on the number 
of games his Rays would 
win. But he admits now that 
the team that’s closing in 

on 90 wins for the season is 
surprising even him. 
Sports, 1C 


>) TODAY'S WEATHER 


Mostly sunny 
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Cooler temperatures are on the way — in mid October, forecasters Say. 18 
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A SENATE SWAYED? 


E Brett Kavanaugh delivers a blistering 


E Christine Blasey Ford provides 
compelling testimony of a sexual 
assault that took place in the 1980s. 


Abaca Press/Tribune News Service 


Christine Blasey Ford testified before the Senate Judiciary panel Thursday. 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Judge Brett Kava- 
naugh and his accuser faced off Thurs- 
day in an extraordinary, emotional 
day of testimony that ricocheted from 
a woman’s tremulous account of sex- 
ual assault to a man’s angry, outraged 
denial, all of which played out for hours 
before a riveted nation and a riven Sen- 
ate. 

The two very different versions of the 
truth, unfolding in the heated atmo- 
sphere of gender divides, #MeToo and 


the Trump presidency , could not be rec- 
onciled. The testimony skittered from 
cringeworthy sexual details to accusa- 
tions and denials of drunken debauch- 
ery to one juvenile exchange over flatu- 
lence. 

Senators must ultimately take sides — 
and their decisions in the coming days 
will determine the ideological balance 
of the Supreme Court for decades. 

Immediately after the hearing 
adjourned, President Donald Trump 
tweeted that “Judge Kavanaugh showed 
America exactly why I nominated him.” 

“His testimony was powerful, hon- 


“I believed he was going to rape me. It was hard for 
me to breathe, and I believed that Brett was going to 
accidentally kill me.” Christine Blasey Ford 


denial, accusing Democratic senators of 
an underhanded, last-minute attack. 


Associated Press 


Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh testified Thursday afternoon. 


est, and riveting,” the president wrote. 
“Democrats’ search and destroy strategy 
is disgraceful and this process has been 
a total sham and effort to delay, obstruct, 
and resist. The Senate must vote!” 

With her voice cracking but her com- 
posure intact, the accuser, Christine Bla- 
sey Ford, told a rapt Senate panel about 
the terror she felt on a summer day 
more than 30 years ago, when, she said, 
a drunken young Kavanaugh pinned 
her to a bed, tried to rip off her clothes 
and clapped his hand over her mouth to 
muffle her cries for help. 

“T believed he was going to rape me,” 


she said, adding, “It was hard for me to 
breathe, and I thought that Brett was 
going to accidentally kill me” 

A few hours later, Kavanaugh, 
Trump’s nominee to the Supreme Court, 
delivered a blistering, scorched-earth 
defense. Speaking through tears at 
points, he denied he assaulted Ford — 
“T am innocent of this charge!” — and 
denounced a partisan “frenzy” bent on 
destroying his nomination, his family 
and his good name. 

“This confirmation process has 
become a national disgrace,” he said in 
» See HEARING, 7A 


“The Constitution gives the Senate an important role in 
the confirmation process, but you have replaced ‘advice 
and consent with ‘search and destroy.” Brett Kavanaugh 


candidate Gillum 


Adam Corey was close to Tallahassee’s mayor. 


ghosted his old friend 


Then came the FBI. 


Adam Corey, 

above, and 

pd laced BY LAWRENCE MOWER 

Gillum had Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
been pals 


since college. 


TALLAHASSEE — Read just 
about any story about Andrew 
Gillum and it likely includes a 
mention of the 3-year-old FBI 
corruption probe in Tallahassee, 
where he’s mayor. 

There’s also a good chance 
that it mentions Adam Corey, a 
38-year-old lobbyist and restau- 
rateur at the heart of the inves- 


tigation. In his campaign to 
become Florida’s next governor, 
Gillum almost never mentions 
Corey, and he’s cut off contact 
with him. 

But for more than a decade, 
the two were good friends. Corey 
was his campaign treasurer. 
The two vacationed together, 
and their personal relationship 
sometimes overlapped with city 
business. 


What’s left of the friendship 
is a lingering suspicion on Gil- 
lum’s part about whether Corey 
betrayed him by intentionally 
exposing him to undercover FBI 
agents. 

“T had a trusting relationship, 
and I felt like I allowed people 
around me who were acquain- 
tances of his because I trusted 
him,’ Gillum told the Tallahas- 
» See COREY, 4A 


Rays: Ballpark effort ‘moving along’ 


Owner wants a timely 
resolution and says team 
will kick in more money. 


BY MARC TOPKIN 
Times Staff Writer 


ST. PETERSBURG — Rays principal 
owner Stuart Sternberg said Thurs- 
day that “things are moving along” 
on seeking funding for the proposed 


$892 million Ybor City stadium, 
which now will include a team contri- 
bution “well north” of $150 million. 

Sternberg said he’s working for res- 
olution — one way or another — by 
the Dec. 31 deadline. 

“Tt’s one foot in front of the other to 
get things done,” Sternberg said before 
a 12-1 loss to the Yankees. “We're well 
aware that time is starting to tick a 
little bit louder. I’m thrilled with the 


commitment and desire of Chuck 
Sykes and Ron (Christaldi), especially, 
and the (Tampa Bay 2020) group. ... 
It’s amazing to me the amount of work 
these men and women are doing on 
our behalf and, most importantly, on 
the area’s behalf, the region’s behalf, 
to secure baseball for a long time. 
We're just continuing with the pro- 
cess.” 
» See RAYS, 3A 


Clark Brown, 
production 
associate 

at BDG 
Architects, 
demonstrates 
how the 

firm is using 
Oculus Go 
virtual-reality 
headsets 

to help 

their clients 
visualize a 
space. 


JAMES BORCHUCK | Times 


To bring a design to life, 
architects just goggle it 


VR technology, now affordable, lets clients take 3-D tours. 


BY SARA DINATALE 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Clark Brown slides a set of 
virtual-reality goggles over his eyes and 
is immediately transported to a digital 
world of his own creation. 

But Brown isn’t a video-game designer 
in the Silicon Valley. He’s production asso- 
ciate at BDG Architects in Tampa, where 
he turns 2-D building designs into 3-D 
spaces that clients can explore with the 
right set of eyewear. 

“Tt’s an amazing tool,” he says as he 
shifts his head around in the Oculus Go 


headset, using a joystick to “enter” rooms. 
“And clients love it.” 

Historically, developers who deploy 
architects to design their spaces have a 
hard time visualizing what a structure will 
look like before the walls start going up. 

But being dropped into the center of a 
virtual lobby and being able look around 
like you're a character inside computer 
game The Sims? That’s something every 
person, regardless of their familiarity with 
blueprints, can understand. 

Over the past few years, the costs of vir- 
» See VIRTUAL, 3A 


